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The Hound of the Baskervilles is
probably one of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s most popular and most
filmed stories. But you will never
have seen it like Steven Canny
and John Nicholson’s 2007 adap-
tation which is our next production
from the 1-11 February.

All the familiar characters are there
Sir Henry Baskerville, Dr Mortimer,
Stapleton, Cecille, the Barrymore’s
and sundry other Yokels. There is
one major difference- all 16 parts

are played by just 3 actors, some-
times more than one character at
the same time!

In the style of the recent “39 Steps”
Canny and Nicholson have written
a show which, whilst being true to
the original story, is fast moving
and very funny using a wealth of
locations from Baker Street via a
steamy sauna and Baskerville Hall
to the swirling fog of Dartmoor and
the Grimpen Mire.
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For those of you who do not know the
basic outlines of the plot, Sir Charles
Baskerville has been killed on Dart-
moor- apparently by the spectral black
hound that has haunted his family for
generations- and Sherlock Holmes
(Mike Tildesley) is called in to investi-
gate. The great detective has business
elsewhere so his faithful assistant Dr
Watson (Alec Brown) is sent in his
place. Sir Henry Baskerville (Marc
Alden Taylor), the Canadian-born heir
to the estate travels down with him and
the two men are plunged into a night-
mare world of weird servants, transves-
tism and nocturnal howling.

Why do Sir Henry's trousers mysteri-
ously disappear? Why do Mr & Mrs
Barrymore, the butler and house-
keeper, never appear in public to-
gether? Will Dr Watson and Sir Henry
succeed in crossing the Grimpen Mire
without being sucked into its treacher-
ous bogs?

Mike Connell is joining me as my as-
sistant director, Steve Boden has de-
signed the set and Richard Collet
heads up the on stage team as Stage
Manager. Joining him is Lesley Brown
and the ladies of the wardrobe on the
vital role of costumes (helped onstage
by Mike Brooks), props are in the
hands of the 2W’s+1M (Wendy Watts,
Wendy Byrne and Mary Cadman) lain
Macleod-Urie is sound creator with
Mark Andrews’s designing lighting. Susi
Walker and John Kelley are trying to
keep us on the written script.

Rehearsals, to date, have been a hoot
with much laughter and tears! We hope
you will share in this when you come to
see the show which we can promise
will be very different from what you
have seen before. Just what is needed
to help banish the winter blues. Do
come and join us.

John Evans Director




Page 2

FROM THE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

PANTOMIME DOES IT AGAIN
— 100% box office!

Congratulations to Mark Jeffer-
ies and all associated with
DICK WHITTINGTON. The
show was very entertaining,
bright and cheerful with catchy
songs and dance routines that
kept the audience clapping.
The performances were sharp
and there was enough hissing,
booing and cheering to keep
everyone happy. Scene
changes were slick and the
lighting and effects added to
the general atmosphere. Cos-
tumes were superb and many,
S0 special mention must go to
all those behind the scene who
managed the changes in re-
cord time! Well done everyone.

| also congratulate Karen
Shayler on her directorial debut
of The Monkey’s Paw in our
pre-Christmas social evening.
Under extremely difficult condi-
tions, she and her cast created
a very atmospheric creepy cot-
tage in our foyer. Certainly the
use of that space has given me
a few ideas for the future — but
more of that later.

The Hound of the Baskervilles
is already half way through re-
hearsal and promises to be ex-
tremely funny judging by the
early rehearsals. Book now!

And finally — a very belated
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL

Susi Walker

E: susiwalker@talktalk.net.
T: 01026 853324

M; 07857636007
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1- 11 The Hound of the Bask-
ervilles 1

12 & 16 Auditions for Char-
ley’s Aunt 4

23 Play-reading for fun 6
28 Newsletter Deadline 6
March

19 —-31 Acorn Antiques 2

Priory News

MEMBERS'

DISCOUNTS

Cobbler - Priory Road - 10%
only off leather goods for Pri-
ory members

Bliss Ladies Fashion - Mil-
lar Court - 10% with pro-
gramme advert

Undies Unlimited - Millar
Court - 10% with programme
advert

Clarendon Arms - Castle
Hill - 10% with programme
advert or show ticket.

be very popular. Don’t be disappointed.

Phone 01926 863 334 (between 2pm - 8pm)
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Now what has the Chairman
seen? Answer on the back page.

A happy new year to all Priory mem-
bers!

Well, Panto season is how ‘behind
us’ (sorry) and | would like to con-
gratulate the entire cast, crew pro-
duction team and Mark Jefferies

( Director AND Dame) for another
success. Panto always brings chal-
lenges in terms of manning the de-
partments as well as the sheer logis-
tics of it all, so thanks to you for do-
ing your bit, be it backstage, front of
house, bar, Ice creams and coffee or
chaperones to our lovely children’s
teams.

We played to 100% box office —yet
again- proving that the Priory has
the winning formula once more. We
must also thank Barbara and Judith
for such great work on the box office
too, for without them we would in-
deed be lost!

The script was Al, the set was great
and the costumes were fabulous —
all thanks to Steve Boden and
‘Imagine Theatre’ for the hire. Tech-
nically it was first class and a mas-
sive thank you to lain Macleod-Urie
for the huge amount of extra time he
spent in production. | thank every-
one from set builders, choreogra-

phers, and even our set de-
constructors for this colossal com-
mitment. | am pleased to report that
the Priory has made several collec-
tions for local charity during the
Panto run too, and the beneficiaries
were Myton Hospice and Air Ambu-
lance, so large sums of money have
been donated too!

Onward and upward we must now
go, and Hound of the Baskervilles
will surely be another brilliant show —
in rehearsal now and believe me, it
is going to be a cracker of a show - |
know, | am Stage managing it and
it's outstanding! Please can you
book your seats, as it is selling very
well!

Acorn Antiques the musical is also in
rehearsal too, so it's all go at the
moment....!

As we approach our 80" season we
are still open to ideas for sugges-
tions, so please contact any PMT
member with your thoughts as to
what would be great to mark this
occasion - what would YOU like to
see us do? — and we will try to incor-
porate it!

After a slight delay the 100 club is
about to go live, | have the standing
order mandates and will be contact-
ing those of you who have said YES
already, and these will be available
to suit, if you have not already asked
to be included, please do so, it is
only £ 2 per month and this will pay
for the stalls seating to be adjusted
to make more comfortable, so come
on folks, give it a go — drop me an
email
(chairman@priorytheatre.co.uk) or
pop in any Tuesday PM for the form,
it's so easy and there is a cash prize
of £100 every 3 months to be won!
To make it work really well | need
100 Priory members to say yes....
Basically, | am asking for your sup-
port on this one please!

We have a busy time ahead this

year, lots of main house shows, the
Youth Theatre show, Carnival Queen
ceremony, Kenilworth carnival itself,
and a variety of social events in plan-
ning as well as the running of the
theatre in general. | believe that to-
gether, we have achieved a lot in re-
cent years, and without a doubt - the
Priory is most certainly on the up.
Memberships are increasing, and
there is a certain buzz about the
place.... This is due to all of us pull-
ing together and moving forward. The
future is looking good and despite
these difficult economic times, we are
bucking the trend and long may this
continue.

As you know, this July marks my 3
years as your Chairman and | will be
standing down then. This gives
someone new the opportunity to con-
tinue the success story we surely are
having. Please give some thought to
the successor! | will still be about of
course and will continue to do my
best for the theatre and who knows, |
might just be back on committee in
the future... but for now it's important
that the right person is at the helm
after the AGM — so this is your
chance to contribute. It's not that on-
erous a job either | might add.... |
have new projects in the pipeline so
won't be able to devote as much time
as | have in recent years but | won't
be walking away totally.

Anyway, back to business! | wish
John Evans and the cast and crew of
‘Hound’ every success and look for-
ward to seeing you all at the theatre
again very soon.

Keep up the great work folks, it very
much appreciated!

Richard. o
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CHARLEY'S AUNT AUDITION DATES

‘HOUND’

The auditions for this classic
1892 costume Victorian farce (4 -
14 July 2012) will be on Sunday
12 February at the theatre at
3pm. | need a variety of
characters of varying ages — see
below! As ever, | will be casting
on ability, so think... ‘stylised
mannerisms and clipped accents’
There will be a further Audition
on the following Thursday 16
February at 7.30, again at the
theatre . If you want to look at the
script in advance, please contact
me on 07774 969996.

(If the heating is not working at
the theatre due to the upgrades
to the central system that week, |
have fan heaters at the ready!)

This classic evergreen farce is
set in Oxford during
Commemoration Week. The
imminent visit of Charles
Wykeham'’s aunt from Brazil,
Donna Lucia, provides an excuse
for Charles and Jack to invite
their young ladies to meet her.
When a telegram arrives
postponing Donna Lucia’s visit,
they persuade their amiable
friend Babbs (since they must
have a chaperon) to impersonate
the aunt. Here the fun begins,
Babbs thoroughly enjoys being
kissed and caressed by the girls
and receiving their confidences,
but finds his ingenuity is severely
taxed when brought face to face
with the real Donna Lucia.
Moreover, Donna Lucia amuses
herself by concealing her identity
while declaring that she knew
Donna Lucia’s husband most
intimately. All ends, of course,
most happily.

The cast required is a follows:
Colonel Sir Francis Chesney

Bart., Late Indian Service, 40’'s-
50's Male

Stephen Spettigue , Solicitor,
Oxford, 50’s-60’s Male

Jack Chesney , Undergraduate at
St. Olde’s College, Oxford, 20's
Male

Charles Wykeham
Undergraduate at St. Olde’s
College, Oxford, 20's, Male

Lord Fancourt Babberley
(Babbs), also at St Olde’s
College, Oxford, ‘shorter’, 20’s
Male

Brasset, A college Scout
(Manservant), 40/50s, Male

Donna Lucia D’'Alvadores From
Brazil, 40's-50's, Female

Kitty Verdun, Spettigue’s Ward,
20's Female

Amy Spettigue , Spettigue’s
Neice, 20's Female

Ela Delahay, An Orphan, Late
teens —early 20’s, Female

This is a period piece and will be
played in that date setting, it
promises to be a lot of fun and |
look forward to seeing you there.
This show will close the 79"
Season at the Priory so let's make
it a real corker! The ages above
are guidelines, | am happy to
consider a little variation...!

See you there !
Richard Collett, Production
Director.

REHEARSAL PICS

Walter Plinge — a name used in
cast lists, when an actor played 2
parts. The original Walter Plinge
was a stage-struck pub landlord
from Drury Lane, who allowed his
name to be used. He said it was
the nearest he would ever come to
being on stage. Dixie Atkins
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Priory Management Team Discussed

PRESENT LAUGHTER

Here is an overview of the main
points at the recent PMT meeting
held in November 2011.

We finalised the dates for the
Main theatre central heating up-
grades which will commence im-
mediately after ‘H of B’ ends —
Works will be starting on 13th
February. (Be advised it might be
a tad chilly in there for a week!)

Press and publicity matters were
discussed and we reviewed the
general advertising we do, espe-
cially the ‘“Your call’ magazine.
Initial impressions are good as
our box office returns are also
good! Digital signage was final-
ised and to be in place for Panto,
this will generate a revenue
stream and promote our forth-
coming shows too.

We discussed theatre finances
which are on course at this time.
Expenditure to come apart from
Central heating relates to the pur-
chase of new Radio Mics as we
have to go ‘digital’ !! The bank
balance is where it should be at
this stage, but careful control on
general costs must be main-
tained by ALL departments of
course.

If there is a need for departmen-
tal managers to spend in excess
of £50 on their department, prior
authorisation MUST be obtained
from the treasurer. There will be
no exceptions to this rule!!

It was agreed to reinstate the
Post Production meetings and
report on show matters to help us
to improve all aspects of theatre
performance.

We then discussed the Charity
nights and agreed that this was
still a very important aspect of

theatre finances — with all credit to
Anita Dalton for this ongoing and
excellent programme.

We had a discussion regarding
the 2013 season and thoughts
thus far. Susi Walker will an-
nounce details as soon as final-
ised, and she is working hard to
achieve a balanced programme.
Mike Connell to do the publicity
preparation work as soon as prac-
ticable to ensure the next season
brochure is on schedule. We then
had a discussion regarding Kenil-
worth Festival and how we can
contribute this year. The festival
dates fall outside out main house
shows alas.

We received a letter from Warwick
District Council informing us of the
loss of our rates rebate. RC has
already written to them appealing
this decision utilising their appeals
process (it's worth in excess of
£2000 to us) and we are still
awaiting a response. All means
possible have already been taken
to do our utmost to recoup this
money - if at all possible.

We then had a discussion regard-
ing merchandise sales in the foyer
for Panto, and this was to be
trailed and reported back when
completed. We also discussed the
Bar opening on matinee perform-
ances and it was agreed to try this
and report back findings also. We
also noted that Bar sales had in-
creased and thanks are due to the
new bar managers Stuart and
Karen for their continued dedica-
tion.

Our next meeting is scheduled for
early-Mid January!

4 members of the original cast are
unable to be in the play in May.
Replacement cast:

Miss Erikson — Coralie Hammond
Liz — Juliet Grundy
Daphne — Rebecca Tildesley

Morris — Mike Jones, a new mem-
ber.

Thanks to all who attended audi-
tions.

Dixie Atkins Director

Are you interested in getting a
new Priory Theatre polo shirt or
hoodie?

We are now taking orders for
both.

These good quality tops are
priced at a very reasonable
£12.50 for polos and £18 for
hoodies (we are selling them at
cost!)

All are embroidered with our very
own Priory Pete and the theatre’s
name.

So if you're always struggling to
find something to wear when
you're working at the theatre, or
you just want a nice warm hoodie
to put on when the theatre heating
goes off!, then please speak to
Stuart or Karen.

We will have a limited number for
you to try or buy but can order
almost any size/colour.

So if you're interested then speak
to/ email/ text or facebook Karen
or Stuart.

Email : Karen.Shayler@gmail.com
Mobile : 07889741819
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We started the evening with a spooky little play. ‘The Mon-
key's Paw’ , a horror short
story written by W W Jacobs
and directed by Karen
Shayler, featured a stellar
cast including the Chairman
& Stuart Lawson. (Forgive
me Chairman for | have
sinned on

page 3!) .

After that, the

excellent mulled wine innovation

in the bar was much appreciated by the full

house audience. We

were then treated to a

delightful entertain-

ment of carols, ar-

ranged by Paul Welli-

come and Christmas

readings both serious

and less so! compiled

by Susi Walker, some with audience participation and some

combining both song & verse. The last involved a dramatic
rendition of “The Twelve
Days of Christmas’ by
Holly Swinton. Altogether
an excellent start to
Christmas. Thanks to all
the organisers and patrtici-
pants

Another social evening, reading Alan

Ayckbourn’s ‘If | were you’ - an entertaining funny
play with yet another Ayckbourn twist. | won't spoll it be-
cause you never know, it

might be in an upcoming

857753; Pat Cockell 01926 855562 giéason. | thoroughly rec-
for Bar, Karen Shayler 07889 741819mmend these eve-

or Stuart Lawson 07968 435274

nings. The next is
Thursday 23 February
in the Foyer .




